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The Anglo-Saxon Kingdom of Mercia during the
reign of King Offa (151-196 AD)
Howayda Mohamed Ahmed Benira
Lecturer of Medieval History, Faculty of Arts - Damietta University

Email: howaida@du.edu.eg

Bbstract:

Offa, King of Mercia (757-796 AD) was a prominent
figure in Anglo-Saxon history. He is one of the greatest and most
powerful rulers in that early period in the history of England and
perhaps the greatest king of Mercia. He began his path to
sovereignty by various means and was able thanks to his skill,
military experience and political intelligence. The diplomat held
the unification of England under his sovereignty, and he looked
at the other kings around Mercia as being secondary or
subordinate, ruling their country under his sovereignty, and he
was a very solid king who reached To power after he eliminated
a fierce civil war and then began to make Mercia the dominant
kingdom over all of England, he was far-sighted and clever. He
controlled the Anglo-Saxon kingdoms successfully, and Offa
established good relations with Pope Adrian I, Charlemagne and

the rulers of Europe who all recognized him as king of England
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and dealt With him on an equal footing, and wire a very, very
strong currency which became the basis of trade, not only in the
Mediterranean world, but also in many parts of Western Europe,
this king who set the rules of currency and trade in England
thirteen centuries ago paved the way for England to become A
great trading nation, a great naval power, and he issued laws in
his name on the basis of which King Alfred the Great formulated
his laws and legislations. He also built a huge dirt barrier on the
border between England and Wales and is considered the largest
defensive building in the history of England in the early Middle
Ages. King Offa was one of Britain's finest rulers. He was a
great warrior who fought many devastating wars for the
unification of England. He also took care of economic
conditions and encouraged commercial activity. His era is
considered the golden age of Mercia, which made him worthy of

the title" King of all English ."

Keywords :King Ufa , Mercia , England ,Coins , Charlemagne,

Ufa Trench.
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Lock, Second Edition,London1969, p 6-13, Stenton, F.M.,Anglo Saxon

England 3rd, Oxford University, 1961, p.30,Nicholas,J and Martin Ryan, The
Anglo — Saxon World, Yale University, 2013,pp.7-19.
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Bede, The History of the English Church and people Trans., Leo Charly,
London, 1968, pp.34-35 Anglo Saxon Chronicle, pp.644-646, William of
Malmesbury,Chronicle of the kings of England, Ttrans., With Notes by
J.A.,Giles,London,pp.5-16, Blair, Peter Hunter, An Introduction To Anglo
Saxons,London ,2003,pp.3-4, Ryan Martin, j., The Mercian Supremacies,
London,2013,p.169, Yorke B, The Kingdom of the East Saxons, London,
1985,pp.1-38.
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Kemble, The Anglo Saxon States,London,2000,p10, Stenton, The Anglo
Saxon England,pp.29-30, English Historical Documents 500-1042, Second

Edition Oxford, 1954, Trans., by Dorothy White Lock,P.11, Robert,F.,N,The New
Chronicles Of the England and France,London,1811,VoLlp.60.
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Roger of Hovden, The Annals of Roger de Hovden, Trans., form Latin
with notes and illustration by Henry, Riley, London, 1883,Vol,1.,P.5,Roger of

Wendover, Flowers of History Trans., J.A., Giles, London, 1848,PP.148-149.
(3) Anglo Saxons documents, pp.646-674.
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Roger of Wendover, Op., Cit., p.150
William of Malmesbury, Chronicle of the kings of England, Trans., J.A., Giles,

London 1847 Vol Lpp.26-74, Martin  Ryan  .,The  Mercian
Suprem,London,2013,p.179.
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Anglo Saxon Chronicle,pp.672-673, Bede,Historia Ecclesiastical Book
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J., Campbel, The Anglo Saxon, London,1982, p.20, Yorke, Barbara, Kings and
Kingdom of Early Anglo Saxon England, London,2002, p.101
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(1) Grierson, Philip, Medieval European Coinage,With Catalogue Of The
Coins, Cambridge, 1986, Vol.,1,p.4
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Stewart T, The Anglo-Saxon Gold Coins, London, 1978, pp.133-172.
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That This Might only if Offa’s Son Might Wed " :J& 3 cu as
il 3l 1 of @Bl . "Charlemagne’s  Daughter, Bertha
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alal dddeg Adilge lallid Lgad (18T g EDE Aaydall) Gl cualy g ¢l jd
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Roger of Wendover, Op.,Cit.,p.171, Painter, S.,The Life Of Charlemagne,
U.S.A., 1962,PP.9-50.

(2) E.H.D, Op., Cit.,p.20

(3) William of Malmesbury, Op., Cit., p.85, Stenton, Op., Cit., pp.220-224,
Brook, Op., Cit., p.227, Brunt, Daily Life On The Age Of Charlemagne,
London, 2018, pp. 128-129.
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mady Al Lgigsd B Lails Lusilag o0 agags Ysida (IS g 1 Jlasly 4ila
O i) dla Gl G Lyl 58 A Ohbe (il B ASba (e 5,481 cfsid)
e alad] Jay BT Agay pand cuasll il Aliluy b B Lay Alles] gl
LS qalil) ¢80 Jilgly oalil ) Al B Lalady Tagutia a5 5 olalil I3 B
10058 5 lauy] (B Al oSl aggag Gl dllall Bl (e Laga hiuaa i gl
L Jilall ol findy gl dllall dualdy ¢ geaSlasslady) dlglag clabldi G Al
B Al ¥ o) s lgda By aly Wgudany 288 38y Jlaadly Aol B Agle 4l
: ki)
William Malmesbury,p.70, Albert Marry, Alcuin The New Athens,

1989,pp.35-41, Douglas, Alcuin, His Life And Legacy Cambridge, 2012, pp.20-
€c€€
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“We Learn that dissension had lately arisen between
Offa of Mercia and Charlemagne Such That each ruler
refused Land fell to the Ships and Merchants of the Other
Alcuin had Heard Rumors’ That I Would Sent back to

England to help Negotiate Of Peace “
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50, S,A Hott, Alcuin of York, His Life And Letters, London, 1974,p.208,
R.,Barlow, M., The Letters Of Alcuin, New York, 1909,pp.6-99,William
Stephen, Alcuin Of York, A.D. 732 To 804, His Life And Letters, London,
1974,pp.70-90.
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Colgu The Wise aSal) s81gS auly Cie (gaily) alrag
E.H.D.,Op.,Cit.,p.892 : 4\
(2) E.H.D.,Op.,Cit., p.892, William of Malmesbury, Op.,Cit,pp.85-86.
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(aVVA-VVe ) Ecgberht of Wessex (uSauydda &yppal Jha Ll
Ul Olabli g 28 ol (aVAY=VT0 ) (g8 ATl (usdy Cping
Bagally agd ey Cpmilall ilgl e sdny o) Ade ullay AVAN Al Ll )
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Calvin John Institutes of The Christian Religion, London,1599, pp.70-80,

Gibbon., The Decline And Fall Of The Roman Empire, New York,1995,p.169.
(1) Roger of Wendover, p.13.
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"I Was prepared to Come to you with the Presents of king

Charles, and more advisable to me for the peace to my Nation

to remain abroad"
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e A Jo cpad) Jal Cra G ¥ Galdd] agiy aag 13 Sl (AiiLias
Selady) el adaly o Upal L LaS g pial) quilpdall |93 o s (3300
O OlSa (sl (B gile 13l Lidaygdd Laagg LiiSlaa J-413 Aalgl) Alaally
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(1) E.H.D.,Op.,Cit., p.903, William Malmesbuy,pp.66-67,Roger of Wendover,
Vol,1,p.286.
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“Charles, by the grace of God king of the franks and
Lombard, patrician of the Romans, to his esteemed and dearest
brother Offa, King of the Mercian, Sendeth health first, We give
Thanks to god Almighty of the catholic faith which we find
laudably expressed in your letter , Concerning pilgrims, Who for
The love of God or for The Salvation of Their Souls wish to visit
The residence of The Holy apostles, let Them go Peaceably
without any Molestation, but if persons not Seeking The Cause
of religion, but That of gain be found among them pay the
Customary tolls in proper places, We will, too, That Traders have
due protection within our kingdom, According to our man date
and if in any place They Suffer Wrongful oppression, Let, Them
appeal to us or our judases and we Will See full justice done. Let
Your grace also be apprised That we have Sent Some Token of
our regard, out of our dalmatics and palls, to teach episcopal see

of your kingdom and of Ethelred’s, As an almsgiving, for The
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Sake of our apostolical lord Adrian The late pope, earnestly
begging That you would order him to be prayed for not as
doubting that his blessed Soul is at rest, but to Show our Esteem
and regard to our dearest friend, More over We have Sent Some
What out of The Treasures of Those earthly riches which the
lord Jesus has granted to as of his unmerited bounty for your self

a belt an Hungarian sword and tow silk Cloaks .”" .
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(1) Edward, P. Cheyney, Reading in English History, Boston,1922,p.56.
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"It Is greatly pleases me that you are so intent on the
education that the light of wisdom which is now extinguished in
many places may shine in your kingdom you are the glory of
Britain the trumpet of proclamation the sword against foes the

shield against enemies"’
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SOl Ll el age B o ludll el cAujaall odgd cileyil) apais 4y 5
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cuaiai Las (At al) 48tal Gay el clagjiall sladd) of e 4
GBoda ALY LS e 5 WA LSy JLak) Ailian g dipsal) Gy Sl
g Crinally Gl Aol 1o gl el Ui Las L (Vepuall B 4 gluia
) Clag p ) cpa aptal) jaialy aglolia agd el ) Cpilgdl) (ha Ll
¢ Lgta iy aly Lgalina 288 (y<lg opuae (B paianally Bpal) (190 plals
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White Lock, English Historical Documents, London, p.786, R.G., Cramp,

Schools of Mercian Scripture, pp. 191-233

(1) Klinck, A., Anglo Saxon Women and the Low, Journal Medieval History,
London, 1982, pp. 21-27, Yorke, B, Op., Cit., pp.45-186

(2) River T., J., Widows Rights In Anglo Saxon Low, American Journal of
Legal History, 1975, pp.15-38.

(3) Keynes and Lapidge, Alfred The Great, p. 164.
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Bede, Ecclesiastical History of the English people, Book3, Chapter 21,
Stenton, Op.,Cit., p.120, Kirby, Op.,Cit.,p.80.
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(3) E.H.D.,Op.,Cit., p.903, William Malmesbury,pp.66-67,Roger of Wendover,
Vol,1,p.286.
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Bede, Ecclesiastical, History of England Trans., By A.M. Sellar, London,

1956, Book2 Chapter3 , Roger of Wendover, OP.,Cit.,P.160

(1) Roger of Wendover, pp. 162-163.
(2) Ibid, p. 162
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"That Is Was The Unit Wish Of All The England People

That There Should Be A New Southern Archbishopric Both

Because The Vast Size The Country And The Expanse On The

. . 3
Mercrian Kingdom™ "'
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Anglo Saxons Chronicle ,pp.641-674.

(1) Mathew Paris, Nitae De Dorum Offa Rumsive Offa Norum Meriorum
Trans, William Wats, London, 1640, pp. 88 -96.

(2) Kirby, Earliest English Kings, PP.143-144, Brook, Nicholas, The Early
History of The Church of Conterbury Christ Church from 596 To 1077,
London, 1984, pp.113-120, Hindley, Brief History of the Anglo Saxons,
New York, 2006, p.106, York, B., Kingdom of Early Anglo Saxon England,
London, 2006,pp.116-117.

(3) E.H.D.,P.205,Anglo Saxon Chronicle,p.43
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Bede, pp.596-601, E.H.D., P.205

(2) Anglo Saxon Chronicle, p.43, D., Parson, The Mercian Church, London,
2001, pp.50-86
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(1) Stenton, F., Anglo Saxon England Oxford, 1943, pp.218-219, Oman, C., A
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