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“Issues of Prosody Criticism, according to
Ibn Jinni in his Book al-Tamam in
Explaining the poems of Hudhayl Abu
Said al-Sukkari,: presentation and
direction

Muhammad Aliwa Ali Ismail.
Department of Grammar, Morphology and Presentation -
Faculty of Dar Al Uloom - Cairo University - Egypt.

Email: elewa7735@yhaoo.com

Abstract:

The current research entitled “Issues of Prosody Criticism,
according to lbn Jinni in his Book al-Tamam in Explaining
the poems of Hudhayl Abu Said al-Sukkari, as a a model:
presentation and direction) aims to shed light on a certain
critical level of Ibn Jinni at which linguists and critics rarely
stop when studying poetry or commenting on it. This level
has been ignored when compared to the other levels of
criticism of the poetic text, such as the linguistic, grammatical
and rhetorical level. That is, the prosodic level.

This is what motivated me to conduct this study and
investigate the prosodic issues that come from Ibn Jinni’s
explanation and comments on some poetic verses or on the
comments of some linguists in the book of al-Tamam, and
then analyze and criticize them in light of what was
mentioned in the books of language and prosody. The issues,
that Ibn Jinni considered and gave his opinions about them,
include setting up rhyme, poetic necessity and related sub-
issues linked with Zahafaat and llal, separating the two issues
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of breaking the rhyme and the overlap between it and the
meters, and directing the rhyme according to the opinion of
al-Sukari in some of the Zahafaat functioning as llal, and his
rationale behind not using some prosodies / forms in al-
Wafir, meter, such as fu‘ool, and some defects in rhyme, such
as lgwaa and ltaa.

Ibn Jinni's views indicated his comprehensive view of
language, his full awareness of its branches and the minutes
of the discipline of prosody, and covering what others did not
do when explaining the poems of the sarcastic poets.

Key words: Prosody criticism - Ibn Jinni - Zahafaat and
Ilal - defects of rhyme - overlap among poetic meters
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