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Sufism and its impact on Islamic arts in Egypt during

the Mamluk era
Muhammad Salem Abbas Al-Saidi
Department of History and Civilization, Faculty of Arabic

.Language, Al-Azhar University, Mansoura, Egypt

Email: muhamadalsaeidiu.32@azhar.edu.eg

Abstract :

Islamic Sufism, one of the most important features and
advantages of Islamic civilization since the dawn of Islam;
Sufism was and still is a behavior, morality, and spiritual
exercise that characterizes a group of people, who understood
the texts of the Book and the Sunnah correctly, and knew and
was certain that what is with God remains, and that the hereafter
is the one that remains, so the world was just a farm for them,
and a bridge on which they crossed, towards heaven, And they
are saved from the fire by it, so they tasted the sweetness of faith,
knew its truth, and supplied themselves with the best provisions,
and that knowledge was reflected in the arts and civilization, so
every symbol, every decoration, every letter and every color was
like a message from the earth towards the sky, and the creature
towards the Creator, and from the effect towards the effector.
Soliloquy, supplication, and celibacy from the slave towards his
master, and accordingly, I chose this topic and its title “Sufism
and its impact on Islamic arts in Mamluk Egypt” to highlight an
aspect of the behavioral, ethical, and cultural aspects of Islamic
arts, in the golden age of Islamic architecture. Research
problem: The extent of the influence of Sufism and the Sufi
movement in the Mamluk era on arts in general and decorative

arts in particular.

Keywords: Sufism, Mamluks, Arts, Ornamentation, Dhikr.
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