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The impact of the Egyptian-American Rural
Reform Commission on economic and social
conditions in Egypt (1953-1957 AD)

Alaa Mahmoud Abdel Razzaq Mahmoud
Department of History and Civilization, Faculty of Arabic
Language, Al-Azhar University, Assiut, Egypt.

Mail : AlaaMahmoud.47@azhar.edu.eq
Abstract:

The Egyptian-American Rural Reform Authority was established
in accordance with the agreement concluded between the
Egyptian and American governments on March 19, 1953 AD,
under which Law No. 408 was issued on August 18, 1953 AD.
This agreement included drawing up a specific plan for technical
cooperation between the Egyptian government, represented by the
Permanent Council for National Production Development, and
the American government, represented by the American
operations mission in Egypt, for the purpose of improving
economic and social conditions in Egypt on the basis of
implementing a large-scale model program aimed at raising the
standard of rural life in my district. Beheira and Fayoum. This
program included the following: 1 - Rehabilitation and cultivation
of about 80,000 acres of new land in the Beheira and Fayoum
districts 2 - Construction of the necessary housing for residents
and public services. 3- Housing about 16 thousand families of
destitute farmers on reclaimed lands. 4- Cooperating with the
competent authorities to provide: - (a) - Vocational training and
training of rural youth according to environmental conditions on
the foundations of practical agriculture and modern irrigation
methods. (b) Providing agricultural extension means. (c) Working
to improve, market and manufacture agricultural products. (d)
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Improving the level of public health by providing a healthy
environment, medical services, training and health education. (e)
Assistance in the development of small industries and handicrafts.
(f) Working to improve the rural community by training it to
manage its affairs on its own. 5- Improving and developing the
road network to facilitate transportation between the farm and the
markets. The importance of the study - learning about the history
of that period, and the achievements that that cooperation
provided for the sake of advancement and raising the standard of
rural life within the scope of the work of that body. - Paying
attention to reforming the countryside, and working to raise the
standard of rural life by providing a healthy environment, medical
services, health training and education, creating the necessary
housing, public services and land reclamation. Contents of the
study: It includes an introduction and a preface entitled:
Egyptian-American relations before 1953 AD, Chapter One:
Establishing and financing the project. Chapter Two: The
Authority’s role in land reform and cultivation. Chapter Three:
The Authority’s role in construction and reconstruction. Chapter
Four: Distribution of lands reclaimed by the Egyptian-American
Rural Reform Authority.

Keywords: The Egyptian Authority, the countryside, the
economy, conditions.
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WARIS has purchased construction machinery and other heavy
cquipment to do its land reclamation job.

a s 10 pump the waters of Lake
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are dug so leaching can begin i
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Details of the farmet's home include an oven espe-
clally designed to reduce fire hasards, tested for
efficlency of fuel consumption.

Before the village construction is finished, settlers
visit to inspect progress on public buildings.
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FARIS staff interview the settlers hefore they movi
10 heir new homes, acquaint them with the condi
tiong of life in she new village.

Houses, assigned to the settlers by lotlery, ae 1
a clean, welllighted village,
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The experimental crup of su-
flower seed grown by EARIS
demonstrated 4 new way of
increaging farm income.
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