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The semiotics of the title in Taha Hussein’s

novel “The Curlew’s Prayer” as an example
Abeer Abdel Sadiq Mohammed Badawi

College of Islamic and <Department of Literature and Criticism
Arab ¢ Al-Azhar Universitys Alexandria‘Arab Studies for Girls
Republic of Egypt.

Email: Abeer.Abdelsadek@azhar.edu.eq

Abstract:

Modern critical studies have been linked to a new vision¢
represented by the emergence of many modern critical

approaches. From this standpoint¢ the research attempts to reveal
the significance of the title of the literary text through an
approach that imposes itself on modern literary criticism. The title
is considered the most important threshold of the literary text’s

thresholds¢ as it contributes to Clarifying the meanings of the

text¢ through which the novelist attempts to highlight the content
of the text and summarize its topic The title is a building block
upon which the writer builds his text. The semiotics of the title is a

dividing line between the text and the outside world¢ the
“receiver.” Therefore¢ the title¢ as it is a designation for the text¢

becomes a semiotic sign¢ which makes the title a key to decoding
and analyzing the text. The title of the novel “The Curlew’s
Prayer” exerted its power over the recipient. He drew him into the

flow of aspects of the text to explore its dimensions¢ determine its
content¢ and link it to the title. It carried Lots of signals and

multiple cultural dimensions¢ and opened up to many possibilities
of interpretation and intense interpretation of the meanings of the
text. The title of the novel “The Curlew’s Prayer” played an
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important role in exploring the truth of its text¢ clarifying its

hidden meanings¢ and deciphering many of its mysteries and
mysteries. The insinuations of the title and its founding

intellectual dimensions emerged in the mind of the recipient¢ so
the title became part of the text¢ or it was the text itself in the form
of an added and genitive¢ and it became the reader’s first
encounter with the text. It is the last work of the writer¢< and the

first work of the reader.. Then the text became the title and the
title became the text. The title is a small text between which and
the larger text there is a set of relationships.

Keywords: Semiotics, Title, Novel, Supplication, Al-Karwan,
Taha, Hussein.
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