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Abstract:

This research examines one of the linguistic evolution phenomena in
Arabic lexicons, which is the phenomenon of semantic evolution in the
sources named, analyzing and studying the forms of semantic evolution in
naming the source in lexicons. It focuses on sources whose meaning has
been transferred from the field of the abstract event to two other fields:
self-reference (objects) and meaning reference. The research then
classifies examples under each field in semantic fields, analyzing them
morphologically and semantically, clarifying the semantic changes they
have undergone. The research has concluded that this phenomenon is a
means of developing the Arabic language, indicating its vitality, richness,
renewal, and its ability to keep pace with developments in various aspects
of life. It provides its speakers with broad linguistic capabilities, enriching
its vocabulary with many new uses. Through analyzing these examples, it
becomes evident that the use of sources as names to refer to objects or
abstract meanings indicates an expansion accepted by the language, due to
the distinctive semantic features of the source that give it strength in
meaning, indicating the multiplication of the verb and the generalization of
meaning. Therefore, naming the source aids in brevity in speech, as it
encompasses one word with two or more meanings, signifying the event,
the new meaning used, exaggeration, and multiplication. The research
examples demonstrate that lexicographers have acknowledged many
examples of semantic evolution in the use of sources, which they have

documented in their dictionaries.

Keywords: evolution , semantic , sources , dictionaries ,
Arabic.
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