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The skills acquired by graduates from Al-Azhar
University's library and information departments and
their relevance to the freelance job market:

An analytical study.
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The skills acquired by graduates from Al-Azhar
University's library and information departments
and their relevance to the freelance job market:

An analytical study
Ph.D. Marwa Bakr Mohamed Abu Omar
Lecture at the Department of Documents, Libraries, and Information, Faculty of
Humanities Studies - Al-Azhar University

Email: mrwaaboomer@gmail.com
Abstract:

The study monitored and analyzed the actual skills and competencies of
graduates from the library and information departments at Al-Azhar University
to determine how well they meet the requirements and needs of freelance work
platforms. To achieve the study's objectives, the descriptive analytical method
was used, with the assistance of a set of research tools, including a questionnaire
to capture the graduates' opinions, in addition to a description of the program
for each department of the library and information community to identify the
actual skills acquired by graduates from the curricula. The study reached
several findings, the most important of which are: Graduates of the library and
information departments at Al-Azhar University possess skills related to the
professional aspect, traditional technical procedures, and information source
organization to a greater extent compared to technological skills and the use of
modern means, with the percentage of professional skills being (71%). The
Freelance platform ranked first among the freelance work platforms dealt with
by graduates of the library and information departments at Al-Azhar University,
accounting for (46.7%) of the study community, followed by the Khamsat
Pplatform in second place at (13.6%), then the Mostaqel platform in third place at
(11.8%). Finally, these platforms require some skills, with technological skills
ranking first among the types of skills required by freelance work platforms at
(62.7%), and personal skills ranking second at (23%), followed by professional
skills in third place, with a percentage of (13.3%). The study included some
recommendations, the most prominent of which is the necessity for the
departments of libraries and information at Al-Azhar University to update their
curricula to align with the developments in the labor market. The focus of the
update should be on developing the graduates' skills and aligning with the
requirements of the freelance labor market. In addition, it is necessary for the
departments of libraries and information to study the needs of the freelance
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labor market and work on meeting them.

Keywords.- Employment Skills , Library and Information Specialists ,
Freelance Work Platforms , Graduates of Library and Information Departments
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