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The artistic embodiment of freedom
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The artistic embodiment of freedom in “Lamiyyat
al-Arab” by Al-Shanfari

Mahmoud Abdullah Muhammad Atallah
Department of Literature and Criticism, Faculty of Arabic
Language, Itay El-Baroud - Al-Azhar University.

Email: mmaoh200@gmail.com

Abstract:
In this research, we are trying to reach an image of the artistic
embodiment of freedom in the poem Lamiyat al-Arab by Al-
Shanfari, and I chose this poem. Due to the interest of many
literary scholars - ancient and modern - in it, to the point that it
has been translated into many languages around the world, in
addition to its inclusion of many authentic Arabic characteristics
and features, I do not address freedom as a concept that the poet
addressed in the poem; Because freedom - I find it - is not in itself
an issue of poetry, and what links freedom and poetry is a thin
thread through which the poet begins with imagination, creating
images of a special nature in which he sees his freedom, and thus
himself works to create a world other than the real world that the
poet lives. This world parallel to the real world may be real in his
conscience, and he talks about it realistically, and through that he
broadcasts ideas and values that he sees as existing in his parallel
world, and he expresses, through his use of language, a set of
perceptions that exist in his conscience. Hence, the poetic
composition: language, style, and image, embody what the poet
wants to say in the text. In my opinion, the purpose of the research
is not to study the relationship of the poem to freedom, or the fact
that freedom in itself is one of the issues of the poem. Rather, the
purpose of dealing with the artistic embodiment of freedom in the
poem Al-Lamiyah is how the poet expressed his internal conflict
between his own motivations and the restrictions of the society in
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which he lives. Through his use of linguistic and stylistic
formation, he used this at multiple levels within the text, the
strongest of which is artistic photography. Al-Shanfari differed
from the approach of the poets of his time, and did not begin his
illiteracy by talking about ruins, or anything that indicates
alienation or alienation. This is because he was not searching for
a new society as much as he was searching for freedom. Wherever
he found his freedom, it was his society, his family, and his
country. Therefore, we did not find images in him that reflected a
state of feeling, or crying over a ruin, or a family or a past in
which he lived. Even if it appears from afar in some of his images
as a form of spatial alienation, Al-Shanfari hides this feeling and
ignores it, and the poem as a whole is a cry of protest against
tribal society. .

Keywords: Al-Shanfari, Freedom, Arab Illiteracy, Tramps,
Embodiment, Artistic.
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