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“ The two govermments mutually agree not to use the watering —

places and wells situated in the vicinity of the border for any military
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“ The bact cannot be overlooked that ... it was the
constructions of the post at Busaiya that Najd tribes to

break the peace « |
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( On one point however , Ibn sa’ud appears to have some
justification for his some what sweeping interpreation of
the phrase “ in the vicinity of the frontier *“ in the Arabic
text the corresponding phrase is ala atraf alhudud , and I
am informed on reliable authority that this Arabic
expression is capable of a wider application than its

English counterpart . Ala atraf means literally “ on the
sides of “ or “ at the extremities of « )
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“ My own conclusions are that whatever justification Ibn

Sa’ud may have for insisying on this interpretation of
article ¥ . ... I am not convinced that the permanent

security of the south-western confines of Iraq can best be
ensured by a chain of far flung posts in the open desert or
that the task of defending Iraq will eventually be most
easily and economically performed by construction of a
system of posts, the mere presence of which is bound to

give rise to effervescence in Najed “ )
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