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Abstract:
This study addresses a literary issue that has long been — and
continues to be — one of the most significant concerns in

classical Arabic poetry: the issue of attribution, specifically the
differing opinions regarding the attribution of a poem to its
author. The study does not aim to revisit the well-trodden
discussions about the causes and nature of this issue. Rather, it
will move beyond the historical dimensions, starting from the text
itself and subjecting it to rigorous critical analysis.

The problem of differing attributions of texts presents a major
challenge for researchers in the field of classical Arabic poetry.
This challenge demands a methodological approach to help
disentangle ancient texts. One such poem whose attribution has
been disputed is Al-Nabigha’s ode, which begins with:

""Stop and greet the ruins of the dwelling,

What do you salute, mere mounds and stones?"

Certain scholars ascribe the poem to Al-Nabigha, while others
contend that it has been falsely attributed to him. This study
endeavors to arrive at a sound and well-substantiated conclusion
concerning the poem's attribution by meticulously examining its
diverse narrations, tracing its verses through foundational
classical sources, and rigorously scrutinizing its chains of
transmission in  accordance with  established critical
methodologies. Furthermore, the study will undertake an analysis
of the poem's artistic merits and its alignment with the broader
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corpus of the poet's work. This approach seeks to address the gaps
in transmission and offer a more definitive perspective on the
poem's authentic authorship. The study ultimately affirmed the
authenticity of attributing the poem to Al-Nabigha by engaging in
an in-depth analysis of its content and deriving nuanced
characteristics intricately linked to the poet’s distinctive literary

style.

Keywords: Al-Nabigha Al-Dhubyani, The Disorder Of
Proportion, Pre-Islamic Poetry, The Visionary Poem.
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