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Multiplicity Of Narration And Grammatical Aspects And
Their Impact On Meaning In Al-Mutanabbi's Poetry
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Multiplicity Of Narration And Aspects Of
Syntax And Their Effect On The Meaning

In Al-Mutanabbi’s Poetry
Dr. Faris bin Nasser bin Saad Al-Subaie
Faculty of Arabic Language, Umm Al-Qura University

Email: maitto:fares.n.s.b@gmail.com
Abstract

This study is based on monitoring the semantic effect of
multiplicity of narration and aspects of syntax, and solving the
problem and removing the ambiguity resulting from their
multiplicity - in the poetry of one of the most important masters of
language and poetry in the fourth century AH, which is Abu Al-
Tayeb Al-Mutanabbi (d. 354 AH), the famous poet, through five of
the most important commentaries that were written about his
poetry, which are: the commentary of Abu Al-Fath Othman bin
Jinni (d. 392 AH), the commentary of Abu Al-Ala Al-Ma’arri (d.
449 AH), the commentary of Abu Al-Hasan Al-Wahidi (d. 468
AH), the commentary of Abu Al-Bagqa Al-Akbari (d. 616 AH), and
the commentary of Abdul Rahman Al-Barquqi (d. 1363 AH);
Because these five are interested in the subject of the research and
its purpose in a way that is not found in other commentaries. It is
an attempt to study Al-Mutanabbi's commentaries from a new
perspective that differs from the previous ones, and to deduce
from between their lines the directions for the meaning based on
narration and syntax. It is also an attempt to understand the
verses whose meaning is problematic due to the multiplicity of
narration and syntax. So I started by introducing Abu Tayeb Al-
Mutanabbi, then the owners of the five commentaries that the
research relied on, then I moved to the heart of the study and
made it two sections: The first: What has multiple meanings due
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to multiple narrations, and the second: What has multiple
meanings due to multiple aspects of syntax. Under these two
topics, I studied, discussed and analyzed the forms and images of
multiple narrations and the faces of syntax and their examples in
Al-Mutanabbi’s poetry, and extracted from the commentators’
words the semantic effect of their multiplicity in every place, then
concluded with a set of results, the most prominent of which are:
that Al-Mutanabbi’s poetry and the commentaries that were based
on it are an important field, an inexhaustible source of linguistic
heritage, a rich sea and fertile ground for scientific research and
linguistic studies of all types and levels, and that the meaning is
closely linked to the multiplicity of narrations, and to the
multiplicity of syntactic faces in a clear way, as the meaning has
multiplied and differed with the multiplicity of narrations, and
with the multiplicity of syntactic faces and their difference; which
confirms the importance of narration and grammatical meanings
in directing semantic meanings, and that the multiplicity of
narration does not necessarily entail a difference in meaning; in
some of Al-Mutanabbi’s verses, there was a multiplicity of
narration with agreement in meaning between these narrations,
but this is little compared to what the meaning was multiplied due
to the multiplicity of narrations in it, and that the manifestations
of the multiplicity of grammatical faces mentioned in some verses
have multiplied in their images; There were some in which the
grammatical aspects were multiple in one word and some in which
the grammatical aspects were multiple in more than one word;
and each of them left its effect on the meaning and significance in
a direct manner; the more the grammatical aspects in the word
increased and the number of words with multiple grammatical
aspects increased, the area of difference in meaning and
significance in the verse increased, and the multiplicity of
narration in the verses in which this occurred in Al-Mutanabbi's
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poetry included all aspects of the language, including: phonetic,
morphological, grammatical, and semantic.

Keywords: Multiplicity of narration, Al-Mutanabbi,
aspects of syntax, meaning, semantic effect.
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