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The Movement Of The Azharis In The Diaries Of
Saad Zaghloul 1326-1327 AH / 1908-1909 AD

Mohammed Abd al-Fattah Mohammed Abutah

Department of History and Civilization, Faculty of Arabic Language, Eita al-
Baroud, Al-Azhar University, Egypt.

Email: muhamedabutaha.419@azhar.edu.eg
Abstract:

This research aims to reveal the reformist Azharite movement through the
diaries of Saad Zaghloul. The movement dates back to 1908 and continued until
the beginning of 1909, during which students protested against certain
provisions of the Azhar Reform Law of 1908. In fact, the students did not
completely reject the law; rather, they wanted the reform to include matters they
had presented to the Sheikh of Al-Azhar and the Khedive. They protested at the
beginning of 1909, and this movement and its demonstrations received a
considerable amount of attention in the diaries of Saad Pasha Zaghloul.

The research topic is titled "The Movement of the Azharis in the Memoirs of
Saad Zaghloul 1326-1327 AH / 1908-1909 AD," introducing the Azharis'
movement and then clarifying Saad Zaghloul's position on it through what he
recorded in his diaries, through three sections. The first section: It introduces
the Azharis' movement in terms of its causes, their sit-in, and their demands.
The second section: It begins with an important introduction that clarifies
whether what Saad Pasha Zaghloul wrote are memoirs or diaries, and then
explains his position on the students' sit-in and their demands. As for the third
section: It discusses Saad Zaghloul's position on Khalil Hamada, and on the
general amnesty for him and the students.

The research concludes with a summary that mentions the most important
historical facts, and finally, I listed the sources and references I relied on, the
most important of which are the collection of documents of Khedive Abbas
Hilmi II (preserved at Durham University in Scotland), the documents of Al-
Azhar and Abdeen, and the most significant source referred to is the memoirs
"Diaries" of Saad Zaghloul, along with some other sources, references, and
periodicals that I benefited from in producing the research.

Keywords: Movement, Azharis, Saad Zaghloul, Diaries.
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- Aaron G. Jakes: Peaceful Wars and Unlikely Unions: The Azhar

Strike of 1909 and the Politics of Comparison in Egypt (Comparative

Studies in Society and History) 2022.
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