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The role of the Arabic language teacher for non-
native speakers in light of sudden global changes

(Education in the Corona Crisis as a Model)
Muna Yousif Mohamed WagiAlla
Associate Professor at Umm Al-Qura University, Makkah Al-Mukarramah
Institute for Teaching Arabic to Non-Native Speakers
Email: mywagialla@uqu.edu.sa
Abstract:

This study aims to highlight the role of the Arabic language teacher for non-native
speakers in light of the sudden changes and the shift from face-to-face education
(traditional classrooms) to distance education (virtual classrooms) during the
Corona crisis as a model. To verify this, the descriptive approach was used to
identify the role of the Arabic language teacher for non-native speakers in the
transformation process in light of the changes witnessed by the world as a result of
the Corona pandemic. In addition, it presented some previous studies related to the
topic, then provided a description of the role of the Arabic language teacher in the
educational process in face-to-face education (traditional classrooms) and his role
in the distance education process (virtual classrooms) in the form of a comparison
between the two educational models, and monitored some of the difficulties that
accompanied this transformation. The study adopts a descriptive and analytical
approach, one of the most important findings of the study is that the role of the
Arabic language teacher for non-native speakers in distance learning (during the
COVID-19 crisis) is not much different from his role in face-to-face learning in
traditional classrooms, except for the absence of direct interactions between him
and the students. Teachers play a significant role in preparing students for the
transition, explaining the circumstances of the transition, and providing them with
psychological support to facilitate the process. This is especially true since some
students initially approached the transition with a sense of indifference and lack of
seriousness, and they rejected continuing their studies in this style, which many
students were unfamiliar with, despite their close and distinctive relationship with
technology and communication tools and their ease of using digital devices.
Language teaching requires a type of intense, direct communication between
learners. An outstanding teacher can fill the void created by this dimension.

Keywords: The educational process , Arabic language teacher for non,native
speakers , Distance learning , Virtual reality , Sudden changes.
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