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The jurisdiction of judges over endowments
during the Mamluk era (648-923 / AH)
(1250-1517 AD)
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The jurisdiction of judges over endowments during the
Mamluk era (648-923) AH / (1250-1517) AD

Muhammad Al-Saeid Muhammad Barakat.

Department of History and Islamic Civilization <Faculty of Arabic. Language in
Mansoura, Al-Azhar University, Dakahlia, Egypt.

.Email: mohammedbarakat.32@azhar.edu.eg
Abstract:

Endowments in the Mamluk era had special characteristics that were different from the
previous era, and were diverse and distinct from the later one. The men of the ruling
authority competed in caring for them and paying attention to them, and increasing their
productivity by assigning them to those who were worthy of preserving them, from princes,
judges, jurists, writers, and others. However, the judges, unlike others, had another
matter, as their guardianship of endowments was a direct cause of their growth and
prosperity due to their great interest in caring for them and doubling their Its yield, and
the renewal of its construction, through holding accountable those in charge of it, and
defending it in front of those who covet it, this research was chosen under the title: The
authority of judges over endowments during the Mamluk era (648-923) AH / (1250-1517)
AD, and it was divided into an introduction, a preface, two chapters, and a conclusion
with the most important results, and a list of sources and references. The preface: and its
title is the nature of the endowment and the authority of judges over it before the study
period, and it includes: First: The nature of the endowment The endowment and the
judges’ authority over it before the study period, and it includes: First: The endowment, its
nature and importance, and second: The judges’ authority over endowments before the
study period, then the first section under the title: Those in charge of endowments from
among the judges in the Mamluk era, and it includes three axes: First: Those judges who
were entrusted with the care of endowments, second: Those who preserved the
endowments and improved their construction, third: Those who refused to replace them or
seize them, then the second section entitled: The judges’ positive and negative positions
towards endowments, and it is divided into two axesFirst: Their positions towards
endowments, from delegation, authorization and dismissal. Second: Judges and the waste
and neglect of endowments. Some results emerged from them: There were endowments of
important status whose dues would have been lost had God not provided them with
righteous judges who were able to protect them from the greedy. There were judges,
unusually, who did not receive their salaries in general or for a specific period, out of
piety and concessions to the endowments of Muslims, despite the strong authority of the
Mamluk sultans They have the ability to decide on matters of endowment without the
judges in charge of it, but in most cases they do not do so without their consent, even if
coercion is the last resort.

Keywords: Judges , Endowments , Levant , Egypt , Ibn Khallikan , Al-Subki.
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