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Email: Me.alfaleh@gmail.com

Summary:

All praise is due to Allah, the Lord of all worlds, and may peace and blessings be
upon the noblest of prophets and messengers, our Prophet Muhammad, and
upon his family and companions.

Literary comparisons are among the major classical critical issues, particularly
since many critical topics fall under their scope and have emerged from them. A
careful examination of modern critical issues reveals that they have roots in
classical criticism—especially given that rhetoric is closely linked to it. Classical
criticism nurtured and enriched modern criticism, and from its pure essence, it
has bestowed upon it. Modern criticism is merely an extension of its predecessor,
connected to it, influenced by it, and drawing from it. One of the most prominent
topics within this field is literary comparisons, which hold significant
importance.

It is well known that literary comparisons date back to the early days of Arabic
poetry. The Arabs used to compare poets without providing justification;
sometimes, they would evaluate based on content, other times on style, and at
other times from a purely artistic perspective. They would say phrases like: ""A
distinguished poet,” or "The most eloquent of poets.”” However, as the sciences
evolved, the concept of comparison became more structured and justified,
grounded in major critical issues such as diction and meaning, plagiarism, and
the classical poetic structure (the traditional poetic structure). These topics,
along with related works and scattered opinions in critical books, enrich
researchers and open up promising avenues for future studies.

It is worth noting that Al-Amidl was the first critic to systematically compare two
poets using a structured critical methodology. This is one of the key reasons that
led me to choose this topic and this particular critic. Through this study, I aim to
explore and examine the most significant issues of classical criticism and to
highlight the methodologies adopted by scholars in this field.

Keywords: Comparisons, Literary, Criticism, Classical, Literature.
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