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Keys to Telegraph Codes in the Period from Rajab 2, 1283 AH
(November 9, 1866 AD) to Jumada al-Akhirah 28, 1296 AH (June 18,
1879 AD) An Applied study on the Records of the Telegraphs
Issued by the Office of His Majesty the King in the Abdeen unit
Preserved in the National Archives House

Mahmoud Mohamed Shalan
Department of Documents, Libraries and Information, Faculty of Arabic
Language, Al-Azhar University, Assiut Branch, Egypt.

Email :Mahmoudshalan 203@azhar.edu.eg

Abstract:

In the nineteenth century AD, the Egyptian state was concerned with
organizing its internal affairs and the states under its administration,
especially Sudan, and worked to introduce modern means of
communications to it to follow up on its affairs. One of those means was
the “telegraph.” This helped to overcome the difficulties in following up on
the affairs of the governorates and directorates in Egypt and Sudan. And to
quickly communicate instructions, orders and decisions issued by it to its
affiliated agencies .The study aims to identify the keys to decode the
telegraphic codes contained in the records issued by the Court of His
Majesty the King, which represent a documentary product that reflects its
activity, and to determine the time period for each of the codes used, the
entity that uses them, and the body responsible for issuing the codes used
by both the Egyptian and Sudanese authorities. The study used the
documentary method of analysis and synthesis by studying and analyzing
telegraph codes, to extract the keys to the telegraph codes recorded in the
study’s records in the period from Rajab 2, 1283 AH (November 9, 1866
AD) to Jumada al-Akhirah 28, 1296 AH (June 18, 1879 AD). And setting
tables for the keys to the telegraph codes issued by the Egyptian
administration, to the directors of directorates and government agencies in
Egypt and Sudan.The study reached a number of results, namely that there
are thousands of encrypted telegraph documents recorded in the records of
the Court of His Majesty the King and others that have not been covered
by historical or documentary studies from near or far because the keys to
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their codes are not known. The study also established and identified a
number of telegraph code keys for the governorates and directorates of
Egypt and Sudan during the study period by tracking the code keys
recorded in the records issued by the Court of His Majesty the King in the
Abdeen Unit, which are kept in the Egyptian National Archives.The study
recommends using the keys to the codes that were obtained to decode the
telegraph codes recorded in the study’s records. The study also
recommended the necessity of preparing research to study the keys to the
telegraph codes recorded in the records issued/imported by the Court of
His Majesty the King at varying periods to publish the vast amount of
encrypted telegraph documents recorded in these records and others in the
National Archives.

Keywords: archival documents , encrypted telegraphs , Morse code,
His Majesty's Court.
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